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OF THB 



CORONATION. 



Th£ preparations and splendid de« 
corations for the celebration of this^ 
national jubilee being finished, public 
curiosity began to shew itself on 
Wednesday evening, the 18th of July, 
The rattling of carriages, and ^^ the 
cheerful note^ of preparation,'^ mark* 
ed the night as the continuation of 
day! 

As early as one o'clock on Thurs^ 
day the 19th, Westminster, the scene 
of this magnificent pageant, present- 



ed a most busy spectacle. Even at 
that hour, those who possessed tickets 
for the Abbey and the Hall, had 
commenced their approach to the 
scene of celebration • From Charing 
Cross, as the converging centre to 
the metropolifl^^ theiie were theo two 
streams of darriages directing their 
course through the passages respec- 
tively marked out ; the one appro- 
priated to the visitors of the Abbey, 
and the other to those of the Hall, 
liirough' the grey mist of morning, 
the gay apparel of the inmates was 
visible. The streets were then crowd-^ 
ed with foot passengers, hastening 
to the common centre of pttraction,^ 
some eager to secure their seats on 
the difFerenfe platforms, and others 
anxious to gain some standing^place 
convenient for view. 

His Majesty's foot*^uards, in foil- 



dress ntufomi, had been under arms 
the vthole night, and at the dawn of 
day were stationed in the :poits al- 
lotted to them. 

As the morning advanced, the 
«jene gathered fresh intwest. The 
isun rose in fall splendour about 
four o'clock, and imparted his golden 
brilliancy to all aronnd, shewing to 
iiill advantage the dazzling glitter 
presented to the admiring spectator. 
At an early hour, the bells of 
iSt. Margaret's commenced a merry 
|>eal, and continued playing alter- 
nately every half-hour. 

The morning was ushered in by 
dtschsu-ges of artillery in the Park, 
and from the boats on the river, 
which were continued at intervals 
during the morning. 

In consequence of the orders 
issued for the accommodation of 



e 



those who came in ca.rriages» and 
the limitatioQ of the hour at which 
the visitors were to obtain admit: 
taiice to the Abbey and Hall, the 
throng of carriages by six o'clock 
was extremely great; and at that 
hour there was a complete stoppage 
for a considerable time. Long be^ 
fore this hour, many of the company, 
;[p[)pat;ient of the ordinary delay of 
setting down at the doors, got out of 
their earrijages, and hastened to their 
places of destination through the 
crowd. The intermixture of waving 
plumes, glittering diamonds, and 
splendid costumes, with the assem- 
bled multitude, gave a singularly 
striking appearance to the scene* 
Many of the nobility, attired in their 
coronation robes, were obliged from 
the same cause to alight, before their 
carriages arrived at the barrier lead* 
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apd Royal, 
dignities. 



irney-Generat. 



^ 




34 Bishops of England and! 

35 Herald. 

36 Viscounts in their Robes. 

37 Heralds. 

38 The Standard of Englan 
- in theii Robes. 

39 Heralds. 

40 The Uiuon Standard, m\ 

in their robea. 

41 Kings of Arms. 

42 The Royal Standard, w 

Steward. 

43 Kings of Anns. 



[reland. 

1, with Eorb 
1 Maiquisses 
th the Iiord 



44 Dukes in their Rohes. 

45 The Archbishop of York. 

46 The Archbishop of Canterbury. 

47 The Lord High Chancellor. 

48 In this place walked the Piinces of the 

Blood; viz. Prince Leopold, Dukea 
of Gloucester, Cambridge, Sussex, Clar 
rence and York, withlieir trains bon%. 

40 Three Noblemen bearing Saint Ed- 
ward's Staff, the Gold Spurs and Scep- 
tre, with the Cross. 

50 Three Noblemen bearing tJie CurtimB 
and the two pointed swords. 
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51 Usher of t 
62 Garter Ki 

53 Lord M.S 

54 I.ora Ore 

55 Lord »g 

56 The S«- 

57 Earl M« 
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jlog to the Hall; and thQ contrast c^ 
their splendid robes and coronets 
with . the surrounding groupes. ^as 
pleasingly striking* 

£verj moment some object of 
attraction was presented to the view . 
of the gazing multitude. The splen« 
did, and^in some instances, grotesque 
dresses of those w|io were to form 
part of the grand precision, excited 
wonder and admiration. Of the 
latter description were the dresses 
of the Pursuivants, Gentlemen Pen- 
sioners, the attendants of the Lords 
Spiritual, and many others, which 
were formed after the model of the 
earliest times. Most of the persons 
of this description being pedestrians, 
afforded the spectators a full oppor* 
tunity of observing their appear* 
ance. 

About six o'clock, two or three 
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of tbe royal jcarriAges arrif^d, caa* 
vejing Some of his Majesty's House^ 
faoM. By this tii»6, matty other 
persons connected with the ceremo^ 
nials o^ tbe Htill, had also arrWed. 
Amofigst others, the Royal Band of 
Oetilletn^n Pensioners, the Royal 
B&ttd of Mnsidans, See. 

A little before tcfn o'clock, this 
magnificent procession began to 
ln6ve towards the Abbey, in the 
order represented in the Hate. Tbe 
fbonts of the houses, in all the streets 
that coald command the least point 
of view, was lined with scaffolding, 
like so many galleries or boxes, raised 
•one above another to the very roofs. 
These were decorated with paper- 
liangingsor cloths of difierent colours, 
which presented a pleasing variety 
*o the eye, and, when filled with the 
•company, who were all ridily dressed. 
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formed no indiSwent part of ^ 
show. 

The Abbey was splepdkjjy fittaj 
up ; and a stage of three step^s built 
m tk& choir, was covwed with car- 
petiogi and a thr^^ of state plj^^ced 
thereon. Oa the $piith si4e of thp 
royal stage was placed the Hetgogni- 
tipn chajr, to which his Majes^ty was 
conducted whei;» he ^st ^nter^d the 
Abbey. Opposijt^ to the altar was 
placed St £d^4^rdV chair, in yfk\c\\ 
the King was afterwards crooned • 
On the south side was placed a chai^, 
where his Majesty was seated durii^ 
the singing of the Litany, apd tb0 
preaching of the Sermon. The other 
erections in the Abbey werp the 
seats for the Peers, great officers, 
and foreigners of distinction, &c. 
The nave, the choir, the transepts, 
and every part of tiiis spaciousi 
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Abbey, was occupied by galleries, 
with benches rising one above ano- 
ther, to which peboiis were admitted 
by tickets* 

The ceremony of the coronation 
having been pef formed;, the proces- 
sion, in nearly the same order, re-^ 
turned to Westminster Hall. This^ 
spacious Hall was fitted up with 
galleries on each' side, and a tempo- 
rary boarded floor covered with 
matting. In a space between these 
galleries and the centre of the Hall, 
large taUes were placed for that part 
of the company who had not the 
honour to be seated with the King. 
The whole was lighted with lai^ge 
lustres of a modem construction, 
beautifully ornamented. Over the 
north gate a balcotiy was erected for 
the musicians. 

Between the first and second 
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courses, the King's Champion entered 
the Hall, completely armedj and sup^ 
ported by the Earl Marshal and the 
liord High Constable, on horseback. 
The passage to his Majesty's 
table being cleared by the Knight 
Marshal, the HeraldratrArms, with 
a loud voice, prpclaimed t^e Chara«* 
pion's challenge. The Ghampipn 
then threw down his gauntlet, which| 
having lain a short ttuie, the Heral4 
took up and returned. Tjie Cham-^ 
pion then made a low obeisance to his 
Majesty. The Cup-bearer thej; 
brought to the Kmg a gilt bowl of 
wine, with a coyer; when his Majesty 
drank tg thfe Ch^^npion, and sen|; 
him the bowl by the Cup-bearer, 
which the Champion received^ and 
retiring a little, drank thereof; when 
he a^^ain made his humble reverence 
to his Majesty, Knd? being acecRi<; 
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panied asi before, rode out of the 
Hall, taking the bowl ahd cover with 
him as his fee. 

After the usual ceremonies were 
gone through^ his Majesty quitted 
the HalL 

Immediately after his Majesty had 
retired, there was, as is usual on such 
occasions, a scramble for such things 
as he had left on his table : and thus 
concluded the festivities of the day. 





. iBrint9i cmd 9okl by John MarthaU, iw, FUet atrcU, JLcndon. ^ 
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